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Abstract. This article provides a general overview of English for Specific Purposes and

examines the principles of ESP course design within the framework of English Language Teaching.

The study analyzes the theoretical foundations of ESP, including its definition, objectives, and role

as a learner-centered approach to language teaching. Furthermore, the article discusses important

aspects of ESP instruction such as syllabus design, teaching materials, methodology, needs

analysis, and evaluation processes. Special attention is given to the differences between ESP and

General English instruction, the role of teachers, and the importance of adapting teaching methods

to learners’ professional and academic needs. The article concludes that effective ESP instruction

requires careful curriculum planning, appropriate teaching strategies, and continuous professional

development of instructors.
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AHHoOTanus. Purposes 1 paccmaTrpuBaroTcs NpUHIMIIBI pa3paboTku KypcoB ESP B pamkax

English Language Teaching. MccnenoBanue ananusupyet reoperndeckue ocHoBel ESP, Bitouas

€ro onpeaAcICHUcC, Ucjiu 1 PoJib KaK JJUYHOCTHO-OPUCHTUPOBAHHOI'O IMTOAXO0JA K O6y‘~I€HI/IIO A3BIKY.

KpOMe TOT'0, B CTAaThC 06CY)K,Z[8.I-OTC$I BAKHBIC ACTICKTHI IPCIIOJaBaHUSA ESP, TaKHEC KaK pa3pa60TI<a

yqe6H0171 IIporpamMmsil, y‘leGHHe MaTepuaJibl, METOJOJIOTHS, aHAJIN3 HOTpG6HOCTCfI N OIICHHUBAHUC.

Ocoboe BHUMaHHUE ynensiercss pasnuuusam Mexay ESP u oOummm aHTIuHCKUM SI3BIKOM, pOJIU

IpernojaBaTesis, a TakkKe HeoOXOJUMOCTH aJlaNTallii METOJ0B 00y4YeHUs K MPOPeCCHOHATbHBIM

n  aKaaCMHYCCKUM HOTpe6HOCT5[M O6yanOHII/IXC$I. B 3akmouenun MMOAYCPKUBACTCA, YTO

spdextuBHoe oOyueHne ESP TpeOyer TiarenbHOro mjIaHUPOBaHUS Y4eOHOM NpPOrpaMMBI,
MPUMEHEHHsI COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX METOAMK IPENoAaBaHUs U MOCTOSIHHOTO MPO(EeCCHOHAIBLHOTO

pa3BUTHS TPENOAABATEIICH.

Kurouessbie ciioBa: ESP, ELT, yueOnas nporpamma, aHainu3 moTpeOHOCTENH, METOA0IOTHS,

y4eOHbIe MaTepUabl.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada English for Specific Purposes hagida umumiy ma’lumot
berilib, English Language Teaching doirasida ESP kurslarini loyihalash tamoyillari tahlil gilinadi.
Tadqiqotda ESPning nazariy asoslari, jumladan uning ta’rifi, maqsadlari hamda til o‘qitishdagi
talaba markazli yondashuv sifatidagi o‘rni ko‘rib chiqiladi. Shuningdek, maqolada ESP ta’limining
muhim jihatlari, ya’ni syllabus tuzish, o‘quv materiallari, metodologiya, ehtiyojlar tahlili va
baholash jarayonlari muhokama qilinadi. ESP va umumiy ingliz tili o‘rtasidagi farqlar,
o‘qituvchining roli hamda ta’lim metodlarini talabalarning kasbiy va akademik ehtiyojlariga
moslashtirish zarurligiga alohida e’tibor qaratiladi. Xulosa sifatida, samarali ESP ta’limi puxta
o‘quv dasturi rejalashtirishni, mos o‘qitish strategiyalarini va o‘qituvchilarning doimiy kasbiy

rivojlanishini talab qilishi ta’kidlanadi.
Kalit so‘zlar: ESP, ELT, syllabus, ehtiyojlar tahlili, metodologiya, o‘quv materiallari.
INTRODUCTION

Defining English for Specific Purposes is not straightforward because its successful
implementation requires specialized courses supported by carefully designed curricula in higher
education institutions. Equally important is the professional preparation of instructors, who must
receive specialized training to teach ESP courses effectively. ESP educators are expected not only
to teach English language skills but also to familiarize learners with technical terminology related

to specific professional or academic disciplines.

In response to increasing global demands and the employment needs of students,
universities around the world have expanded their ESP programs. Consequently, educational
policymakers and administrators in many countries argue that traditional English for General
Purposes instruction should gradually be replaced by ESP, making it the dominant model of
English language education at the tertiary level.According to the International Teacher Training
Organization, ESP refers to the teaching and learning of English for particular professional fields
such as medicine, business, journalism, or law. Tom Hutchinson and Alan Waters emphasize that
learners’ awareness of the specific reasons for studying English constitutes a major advantage in

the learning process.
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Like all instructional approaches, ESP possesses both strengths and limitations. ESP
instructors often face difficulties because they may lack personal experience in the professional
fields associated with the courses they teach. Moreover, students themselves may not fully
understand the level of English proficiency required in their future careers. As a result, many
teachers rely heavily on published textbooks, even when such materials do not fully correspond to

learners’ actual needs.

Many scholars, including Tom Hutchinson, Alan Waters, and Paul Robinson, agree that
needs analysis serves as the foundation of ESP instruction. Likewise, Tony Dudley-Evans and
Maggie Jo St John argue that ESP frequently employs methodologies that differ significantly from
those used in General English teaching. They further note that ESP instruction should reflect the
methodologies and communicative practices of the disciplines it supports, which may
fundamentally alter teacher—student interaction patterns in comparison with traditional language
classrooms.Modern ESP teaching has also been influenced by recent educational trends. Evan
Fronde highlights the growing importance of micro learning, personalized instruction, on-demand
learning, and the integration of technology into everyday educational practices. He additionally
stresses that assessment should focus not merely on linguistic accuracy but also on the effectiveness

of workplace communication through English as a lingua franca.

A common question concerns the distinction between ESP and General English instruction.
Tom Hutchinson famously states that “in theory there is no difference, but in practice there is a
considerable one.” Traditionally, General English instructors rarely conducted systematic needs
analyses despite learners having clear purposes for studying English. Contemporary educators,
however, increasingly recognize the significance of needs analysis, and modern teaching materials

are now more effectively aligned with learners’ objectives.
ESP Characteristics and Purpose

Although English for Specific Purposes and English for General Purposes share certain
instructional similarities, important differences exist between them. General English concentrates
on broad language competence without focusing on a particular professional or academic context.

Equal attention is generally devoted to the four language skills: speaking, listening, reading, and
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writing. The ultimate aim is to enable learners to communicate effectively with native or proficient
English speakers. General English courses typically follow standardized curricula that include
grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, listening exercises, and speaking practice. In
contrast, ESP courses require a detailed needs analysis before instruction begins in order to identify
learners’ specific linguistic and professional requirements. Post-course evaluations may also be
conducted to measure learner satisfaction and determine whether instructional objectives have been

achieved.

ESP teaching is often considered more demanding than General English instruction because
teachers may need to master unfamiliar technical terminology and discipline-specific concepts.
Consequently, ESP instructors must engage in extensive preparation and research before teaching
classes. General English teachers, by contrast, usually teach within their own area of expertise and

therefore require less specialized preparation.
Methods of Teaching ESP

In Uzbekistan, ESP methodology is widely implemented at secondary and tertiary
educational levels, particularly for students outside English language departments. The primary
goal of university-level ESP instruction is to improve students’ ability to use English effectively

for academic and professional purposes, including reading authentic academic materials.

Tom Hutchinson emphasizes the importance of considering methodological factors in ESP
teaching to satisfy learners’ specific needs. Several communication-based principles support ESP
instruction, including information transfer, information gap activities, jigsaw tasks, task
dependency, and content correction. Additionally, Suresh Canagarajah argues that effective
learning depends on sensitivity to local culture and classroom environment, while Choudhary
Zahid Javid notes that ESP learners differ significantly in learning styles and linguistic
requirements due to their diverse educational, socioeconomic, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds.
Therefore, language educators must employ varied teaching methods and adapt instructional
techniques to the unique characteristics of learners and educational settings. ESP is fundamentally

a learner-centered approach in which teaching strategies are guided by students’ professional and
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academic needs. It incorporates needs analysis, material development, implementation, and

specialized assessment procedures.

Academic and vocational ESP programs are intended for learners who require English
either for academic study or professional communication. Research indicates that ESP learning
should extend beyond traditional classroom instruction and include project work, cooperative
learning, and independent study. Since no single methodology can adequately satisfy the diverse
needs of ESP learners, instructors must employ multiple teaching approaches and collaborate

closely with subject specialists.

A crucial stage in ESP instruction is needs analysis, which should be conducted before
course implementation. This process involves identifying the context in which English will be used
and analyzing the linguistic features required within that context. Needs analysis may be carried
out through interviews, questionnaires, or a combination of both, with questions designed to
identify learners’ language requirements accurately. ESP Curriculum Design Several important
considerations must be addressed when designing an ESP curriculum. First, learners must develop
language skills specifically related to professional communication rather than general language
competence. Second, educators must consider whether learners belong to homogeneous or
heterogeneous groups. Finally, the development of relevant instructional materials is a critical

component of ESP curriculum design.

Although ESP and General English classes may employ similar teaching activities, their
curricular objectives differ considerably. General English curricula are relatively easy to design
because they focus on stable language structures and the four basic skills. Such curricula can often

be used for diverse groups over long periods with only minor modifications.

ESP curricula, however, require continuous adaptation and careful planning. Paul Robinson
identifies two essential characteristics of ESP courses: they are goal-oriented and based on detailed
needs analysis. ESP courses may also focus on limited language skills and use methodologies
specific to certain professional or academic contexts.The primary objective of ESP curriculum
design is to provide learners with the level of English proficiency necessary for effective

communication in target situations. Consequently, every aspect of course planning should be based
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on learners’ needs. The content of an ESP syllabus must therefore be justified in terms of relevance,

practicality, and motivational value.

CONCLUSION

The organization of ESP courses and the careful selection of instructional materials are
essential for achieving educational objectives and satisfying learners’ needs. Special attention must
also be given to evaluation procedures and to distinguishing the responsibilities of ESP instructors

from those of General English teachers.

ESP represents a goal-oriented and learner-centered approach that emphasizes students’
requirements, expectations, and preferred learning styles. Motivation plays a particularly
significant role because successful learning depends not only on student needs but also on teachers’

attitudes and instructional strategies.

Furthermore, ESP teachers are responsible for organizing effective classroom environments
and maintaining expertise in teaching materials and methodologies. They must remain flexible and
capable of addressing various classroom challenges. Students should also be encouraged to develop

their own learning resources and participate actively in the educational process.

Finally, ESP practitioners should continuously improve their professional competence by
reading academic literature, attending conferences, and consulting specialists in relevant

disciplines in order to remain informed about current developments in the field.
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